
EARTH BUILDING MAGAZINE    |    www.earthbuilding.org.nz40

PHOTO, TOP -   

� " �"�-� ).�$)�!-*)/�*!�/# �
#*0. �+-*1$� �)0/-$/$*)�!*-�

/# �#0(�).�2$/#$)ѓ

BOTTOM, LEFT - 


)�/# �&$/�# )�/# �# (+�2�''.�
#�1 ��  )�'$( �+'�./ - ��0+�

to above door height, and 
��*1 �' ȅ�-�2�!*-�� ./# /$�.�

and acoustic control.  
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on the Hempcrete house project here in 
Northland, we have gone from a bare site to a 
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the house at all and rely exclusively on solar 
gain through our large north facing windows 
and elevated clerestory windows to catch the 
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18 and 21 degrees, while outside the mercury 
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has been down to 5 degrees overnight.
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overnight to let out all of the hot air and the 

house cooled down to around 12 degrees C. 
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internal walls cool to the touch, as the outside 
air soared to over 30 degrees most days. It 
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When the sun sets, having warmed our internal 
and external walls, the heat is released and 
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the 10 hours of nightfall and maintaining a 
comfortable environment – all with no heating. 
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around inside in bathing suits for most of the 
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The other decision we came to was to only 
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resonant environment. As a sound engineer 
by trade, I was not comfortable with this and 
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Kohumaru 
Hemp House 
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Red Cedar weatherboards

PHOTOS, OPPOSITE PAGE:

LEFT -  � �-$)"��*(+' /$*)я�/# �#*0. �
!�� .��*-/#�/*�/�& ���1�)/�" �*!�/# �
warmth of the sun.
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leave above this as unrendered 
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highlight feature walls in the lounge. 
In these areas we used three coats 
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an attractive and very hard-wearing 
surface.

The acoustics in our cavernous 
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the house was built by subscribing 
to my YouTube channel at www.
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and executed over the two years. 

Anyone interested in building a 
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nice feeling it gives.
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PROJECT INFO:

DESIGNED BY: Owner

DRAFTSMAN: Danny Hancox @ 
�*++ -($) ����

ENGINEER:�	�$"#��*-&(�)

BUILDER:��-0� ����&.*)��)���2) -

YEAR STARTED/FINISHED: 2019 / 2021

FLOOR AREA:�$)/ -)�'�УЦЧ�.,�я�
!**/+-$)/�УЧТ�.,�

SITE ZONE: Rural

PRIMARY BUILDING SYSTEM/METHOD: 
	 (+�- / я�$).$/0�$)ݦ''

TIMBER STRUCTURE AND FRAMING: 
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PERCENT SALVAGED/RECYCLED:�УТڔ

AUTHOR BIO
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New Zealand for eight years, and resides 
near Mangonui with his wife Marianna 
and two children on six acres of old 
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industries as a voiceover artist and audio 
engineer, as well as being a documentary 
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before, Toby and his wife have designed, 
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structure themselves.


