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EB News is an email newsletter featuring events & workshops 
promoting earth building & low impact living. 

 
Please feel free to pass this newsletter on! 

 
EBANZ Website      Subscribe to monthly EB News 

Contact Editor: EarthBuildingAssociationNZ@gmail.com 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

FROM THE EDITOR:  
 

Look around lots of earth houses during... 

the most important earth building event this year: 

EBANZ Tours & Conference - Dunedin/Otago 

Registrations close 12 October 2009 

Call now to reserve your place! 
Labour Weekend :  

Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th October (& optional Monday 26th)  
Dunedin Region & Central Otago  

HOUSE TOURS, FORUM AND KNOW-HOW EXCHANGE, GUEST SPEAKERS, AGM  
 
 
 

Also: 
Interested in a holiday in an Darj earth building? 

http://www.bookabach.co.nz/holiday_homes/dsp_listing.cfm?bachId=8780  
email: dhaj@slingshot.co.nz 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Content: 

_______________________________________________________ 
Composting Toilets 
Saturday September 26, 2009, Torere, Bay of Plenty 

_______________________________________________________ 
Sustainable Homes Expo, Whangarei 

  

26 Sept 2009, Whangarei 
_______________________________________________________ 
Earthbuilding Workshop,  
16-18 October 2009, Nelson 

________________________________________
_______________ 

Design Your Own Eco-Home 

http://www.earthbuilding.org.nz/
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October 16- 18, 2009, Christchurch 
_______________________________________________________ 
Build your own Pizza Oven! 
Saturday 17th October 2009 9 - 4, Kaiwaka 
_______________________________________________________  
2009 EARTH BUILDING CONFERENCE & TOURS  
24-25 (& 26) October 2009, Dunedin, Otago 
_______________________________________________________ 
Straw Bale Design & Construction 
7 to 13 November 2009, Clyde 
_______________________________________________________ 
Light Earth Building 

Saturday November 21, 2009, Torere, Bay of Plenty 
_______________________________________________________  
Appropriate Technologies 

Saturday November 28, 2009, Torere, Bay of Plenty 
_______________________________________________________ 
Build a schoolhouse  
9 - 25 January 2010, Mali 
_______________________________________________________ 

Summer Earth Building Workshop in Beautiful Golden Bay 

9 - 13 February 2010, Wainui Inlet, Golden Bay 

________________________________________

_______________ 

Links & ongoing courses: 
_______________________________________________________ 
Earth Building Workshops and other courses 
Nelson area, 03 528 4751 
_______________________________________________________ 
Ongoing Permaculture Design Course,  
Horowhenua, Jan - Dec 2009  
(06) 3626684 gary@waterscape.co.nz 
10. Built Environment  - 3 October 

11. Urban Living - 17 October 
12. Culture & Invisibles - 18 October 
_______________________________________________________ 
Ongoing Modular Permaculture Design Course 
Tarakaki, June 2009 - Feb 2010 
Ph 06 756-8229 or 06 756-9100 kamaburwell@iconz.co.nz   
 http://www.environaki.co.nz/courses-education.htm 
 
5. Urban Living & Waste - 24 & 25 Oct 
6. Food forests, Forestry, Pastoral Farming - 14 & 15 Nov 2009 
7. Community, Designing for Disaster, Nutrition- 6 & 7 Feb 2010 
8. Design Project- 27 & 28 Feb 2010 
_______________________________________________________ 
Hybred Homes Ongoing Workshops, Nelson 
http://hybridhomes.co.nz/eco-centre/workshops/ 
(+64) 3 548 8660 
7 October2009   Karen Driver - Managing your waste  
21 October 2009   Solar City Project - Solar hot water pilot project  
4 November2009   Offset the Rest - Reducing your carbon footprint  
18 November 2009  Resene & Guthrie Bowron - Sustainable Interiors  
2 December2009   Biolytix - Living with worms!  
16 December 2009  Showroom Partners - Get your sustainable questions answered 
 

______________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

Composting Toilets 

Saturday 26 September 2009 
 
 

Saturday September 26th. 2009 Koanga Institute, Torere 9am- 6pm 
 

Bob Corker and Max van Ginkel $90 
 

We'll show you how you can make a non flush composting toilet ( for a large family) with materials you can 

purchase for less than $400 (excluding the building). It will be low maintenance and acceptable to council 
 

Click > www.koanga.org.nz - enrolment info & other courses 
 

contact info@koanga.org.nz call, 07) 315 5363 

location Koanga Institute, Torere, Eastern Bay of Plenty 
 
______________________________________________________________  

Sustainable Homes Expo, Whangarei  

26 September 2009, Whangarei 
 
Location: NorthTec Learning Center 
Street: Gate 1, Raumanga Valley Road, WHANGAREI 
LINK: http://whangareitt.ning.com/events/sustainable-homes-expo 

Transition Towns Whangarei, in association with Northtec and Eco Solutions, will host this one day event to 
provide the public with the opportunity to find out how to bring down the costs of their power bills, cut the size 
of their carbon footprint, and make their homes more healthy for their families. 

 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Earth Building Workshop 
QUICK BOOK NOW! 16-18 October 2009 

 
Where… 

SolidEarth Adobe Brickyard, Wakapuaka, Nelson North 
16-18 October 2009 
9.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. 
 
Cost 
$ 270.00 for the three days. (really great value!) 
This includes materials and theoretical information. Hot drinks and a warm lunch will be provided. Please bring 

your own 
snacks. 
 

We restrict places to ten participants in order to do some serious hands-on work in small groups and enable you to 
get one-to-one 
tuition. You will be either working on one project of your choice or rotate to experience the many possibilities of 

the building material earth. 
 
Topics covered 
 

http://www.koanga.org.nz/workshops.html
mailto:%20info@koanga.org.nz?subject=Enquiry%20Via%20EB%20News
http://whangareitt.ning.com/events/event/listByLocation?location=NorthTec+Learning+Center
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-Making and laying Adobe Bricks 
-Building walls and furniture from cob, light-earth, wattle-and-daub (traditional techniques) 
-Sculpting an outdoor pizza oven 
-Experimentation with earthen plasters, natural paints and sealants 

-Earthbuilding theory and professional techniques 
-Visit of a commercial Adobe Brickyard and view realized projects relating to the above topics 
 

SOLID EARTH 
Verena Maeder 
Main Road, Wakapuaka 
RD1 Nelson 
New Zealand 
 
phone: (03) 545 0240 

mobile: 021-036 3938 
 
e-mail: contact@SolidEarth.co.nz 
 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Design Your Own Eco-Home 
October 16- 18, 2009, Christchurch 

This popular weekend workshop will be run in Christchurch in mid October.  
Building and Biology Institute, Christchurch  
For more information go to http://www.ecoprojects.co.nz. 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Build Your Own Pizza Oven 

Saturday 17th October 9 - 4, Kaiwaka 
 

Tutor: Wolf Heipe  Cost: $120 
Wolf has been playing around with earth for a few years now and lives in a beautiful light earth home that he built 
with others.  Wolf will show you how to build an earth oven using mainly clay and sand. You will learn everything 
you will need to know in one day.  These ovens can cook bread, pizza, casseroles. The venue for this workshop is 
still to be confirmed. 
 

For workshop bookings, or if you have any questions, please email: 
info@koanga.co.nz or phone us at the shop: 09 4312732. 

 
We ask for a deposit of 50% of the cost of the workshop when you make your booking. Payment can be by cheque 
or internet banking.  
Bookings can also be made through this website, then click Pizza Oven - This gives you the option to pay your 
deposit by credit card. Your deposit will be refunded in full if the workshop is cancelled. 

 
It is really helpful to us if you can confirm your place on any workshop that you book into at least 2 weeks before 

mailto:contact@SolidEarth.co.nz?subject=Enquiry%20via%20EB%20News
http://www.ecoprojects.co.nz/
mailto:info@koanga.co.nz
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the workshop.  Workshops may be cancelled if numbers are insufficient, so this gives us time to consider and to 
notify everyone whether the workshop will go ahead or not. 
 
Tea and coffee is provided when you arrive, mid morning, lunchtime and mid afternoon on all workshops. 

Please bring your own lunch. 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Registrations close 12th October 2009 

2009 - EBANZ Conference & Tours - Dunedin 
Reserve your place before 12 October! 

Labour Weekend : 24th - 25th October (& optional Monday 26nd)  
Dunedin Region & Central Otago  

 
HOUSE TOURS, FORUM AND KNOW-HOW EXCHANGE, GUEST SPEAKERS, AGM  

 

Friday, 23 October  

Informal get together and shared dinner for people staying at Orokonui Park. Optional visit of the nearby Orokonui 
Ecosanctuary in the afternoon for early arrivals (additional fee applies).  
 
Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th October  
After a shared breakfast we will head out on the bus tour, visiting four buildings each day. The tours are organized 
by local EBANZ members and will include strawbale buildings, cob and lime plasters mixed with heavy timbers, 

alongside earth buildings in the outer Dunedin area, such as Long Beach, Aramoana and points in 
between. Afternoons and Evenings will be filled with formal discussions including restoration of historic earth 

buildings, local designers' experiences, the owner builder situation under the new licensed building practitioner 
requirements, development of light adobe bricks for better thermal performance of earth buildings, earth-based 
plasters, passive solar design, structural and seismic design, etc. There will be plenty of time for informal 
discussion and a show & tell evening where we can share our photos or videos. A short AGM is scheduled for 
Saturday evening.  

 
Optional: Monday 22nd October  



Full day tour to earth buildings in Central Otago, either by car pooling or chartered bus (depending on numbers). 
The cost of this will be additional. Please let us know asap if you are interested so that we can organize this 
exciting outing.  
 

COSTS - such good value!! 
Whole weekend (Friday evening to Monday morning) EBANZ Members: $ 230.00  
Non-Members: $ 270.00 (incl. I year EBANZ membership)  

 
1 Day registrations (Saturday or Sunday) EBANZ Members: $ 110.00  
Non-Members: $ 150.00 (incl. I year EBANZ membership)  
 
Price includes: Tours on Saturday and Sunday, activities in the afternoons, evening  
entertainment, wholesome meals Friday dinner - Monday breakfast  
Price excludes: Accommodation, all costs for optional tour on Monday (transport/ lunch/ dinner & Breakfast on  

Tue), visit to Orokonui Ecosanctuary  
 
Verena Maeder, SolidEarth Adobe Buildings Ltd, Nelson  
Phone 03 545 0240 or  

Email contact@solidearth.co.nz 
  
Visit the websites -      www.earthbuilding.org.nz        www.solidearth.co.nz 

 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

Straw Bale Design & Construction 

Saturday 7 to Friday 13 November 2009, Clyde 
 
Blue Forsyth - Earth Builder & Consultant, "Kakariki Earth"  
Blue is a passionate advocate for affordable and sustainable housing, he has been active in earth building for over 

15 years including active roles on the committee of the Earth Building Association of NZ.  
Sarah Johnston - Designer, SOL Design Ltd  
Sarah, a designer, consultant and teacher, she has designed and consulted on many straw bale residences in 
Colorado, USA and since 2004 in New Zealand.  
Sven Johnston - Consultant, Educator, Builder, SOL Design Ltd  
Sven, an outdoor instructor turned builder, Sven has been building in climates which vary as widely as Alaska to 

Hawaii  
and now has come home to New Zealand.  
 
This week long straw bale design and construction workshop will be a blend of both theory (classroom) and 
practical (hands-on) experience.  Your instructors will guide you through each step of the building process, from 
foundation to finish work. 
 
Location:  
Clyde Camping Ground for accommodation and meals with practical work taking place at a building site approx 
1km away.  
 
Dates:  
Saturday 7 to Friday 13 November 2009  
 

mailto:contact@solidearth.co.nz?subject=Enquiry%20via%20EB%20News
http://www.earthbuilding.org.nz/
http://www.solidearth.co.nz/


Time:  
8.30am to 5pm each day, with evening events throughout the week  
 
Cost:  
$1150 (includes all meals which will be prepared by participants).  There are a range of accommodation options 
available at the Clyde Camping Ground - participants own cost.  
 
Content:  
Site Analysis• Design Considerations• Wall Systems• Foundation & Roof Options• Moisture & Building Science• 
Weathertightness Details• Plasters• Building Codes• Insurance & Financing• Healthy Building Materials 
 
For more information & specific questions about the course  
contact Sarah or Sven on 03 693 7369  
or email sol_design@yahoo.co.nz  

______________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Light Earth Building 

Saturday November 21, 2009 
 

Saturday November 21st. Koanga Institute, Torere 9am- 6pm 
 

Bob Corker and Max van Ginkel $90 
 

An introduction to earthbuilding techniques for owner builders, and their use in low cost healthy, comfortable 

sustainable housing, and/or landscaping. Includes: 
An overview of different techniques, their advantages and disadvantages 
How to assess local clays and other earth materials for use 
A focus on light earthbuilding techniques, including:- clayslip and composite fibre/earths. 
A hands on demonstration 
 

Click > www.koanga.org.nz - enrolment info & other courses 
 

contact info@koanga.org.nz, call 07) 315 5363 
location Koanga Institute, Torere, Eastern Bay of Plenty 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

  

Appropriate Technologies 

Saturday November 28, 2009 
 
 

Saturday August 1st. 2009 
Koanga Institute, Torere 9am- 5pm 
 

Bob Corker and Max van Ginkel $90 
 

We'll explore some technologies that make self reliance easier, many we can make ourselves with local materials, 
or materials that are common and low cost. This will include:- 

charcoal making and use 
solar food dryers 
non-electric cool storage 
hand washing machines 
common grinders and uses 

mailto:sol_design@yahoo.co.nz?subject=Enquiry%20Via%20EB%20News
http://www.koanga.org.nz/workshops.html
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greenhouses 
 

Click > www.koanga.org.nz - enrolment info & other courses 

contact info@koanga.org.nz, call 07) 315 5363 

location Koanga Institute, Torere, Eastern Bay of Plenty 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

Build a Schoolhouse  
 9 - 25 January 2010, Mali 

 
Book Now! 
January 9th - 25th, 2010  -  Dogon Country, Mali, West Africa   

 
Build a schoolhouse with the Dogon people of Tirelli.   
Experience the daily life of the people of Tirelli, an off-grid traditional village. Visit ruins of  
old Dogon towns comparable to Mesa Verde and Chaco Canyon.    
Early registration (7/09) is 20% less tuition than later registration (11/09).  

See details and sign up today at: www.earthenhand.com 
 
Scott Howard started Earthen Hand Natural Building in 2002, with the goal to build 

and promote artistic earthen architecture.   

 
Participants will learn everything that they need to build structurally stable domes using little  
more than earth from the site. The design is a caternary dome with two windows and a door.  
Dome building by hand is an ancient art that is still used today in many parts of 
the world.  It is one of the fastest and simplest ways to enclose a space, and is 
ideal for environments such as the Dogon country.  The design for the schoolhouse  
demonstrates wood-less construction in an area where wood is scarce. .... {More to follow} 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Summer Earth Building Workshop  

in Beautiful Golden Bay 

9 - 13 February 2010, Pigeon Saddle, Golden Bay 

 
Topics will include:  
 
        •    Evaluation of Soils  
  •    Site Selection and Evaluation  
  •    Passive Solar Energy Design  
     •    Structural Design  

     •    Weather Protection  

  •    Adobe Construction  
  •    Cob Construction  
        •    Building Consent Requirements  
     •    NZ Earthbuilding Standards  
      •    Construction Details  
 

Some earth-walled-buildings in the Golden Bay area will  be visited during the workshop.   

http://www.koanga.org.nz/workshops.html
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WHEN AND WHERE:  9.00am to 5.30pm, Tuesday to Saturday, 9 to 13 February  2010 at  
Pigeon Saddle between Wainui and Totaranui in Golden Bay.  
 

WORKSHOP CO-ORDINATORS:  Bella and Richard Walker  built an adobe house in  Nelson in  
1987 and are presently building a new house  at Pigeon Saddle with adobe and wattle and  
daub walls and are designers of earthbuildings.  They have held many earthbuilding  

workshops in the past 20 years. Richard is a consulting professional engineer and prepared  
the draft for the  New Zealand Standard for Earthbuildings not Requiring Specific Design.  
 
WORKSHOP FEE:  $450.00 per person for the five days.  
$30 discount for fees paid before  1st February 2010.  
Lunch and hot and cold drinks provided.  

 

Further information:  

Richard and Bella Walker 

03 528 4751 

bellaandrich@ts.co.nz 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

Spotlight: The Village Press!! 

 

 
 

Click here to read all about local and national environmental issues,  
political views, organic sprays, scam emails and jokes, 

all written, researched or edited by organic farmer Peter Rogers. 
Peter runs a farm and farm stay accommodation in Puhoi New Zealand. 

He also offers free advertising on the site, which has a wide readership. Well worth a look! 
 

______________________________________________________________ 

 
(Photo Credit: Images of NZ Native Plants were kindly donated by : www.bushmansfriend.co.nz) 

 
EBANZ Website      Join EBANZ      Subscribe to EB News      Unsubscribe from EB News 

 
THIS IS NOT SPAM  

Your email address is on our database as part of your subscription to EBANZ, or because you have  
expressed an interest in receiving EB News to one of our members. If you do not wish  

to receive the EB News, we apologise - please select the UNSUBSCRIBE link above. 
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