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EB News is an email newsletter featuring events & workshops 
promoting earth building & low impact living. 

 
Please feel free to pass this newsletter on! 

 
EBANZ Website      Subscribe to monthly EB News 

Contact Editor: EarthBuildingAssociationNZ@gmail.com 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FROM THE EDITOR:  
 

News from Warkworth! 

This month we celebrate the launch of the Jane Gifford in Warkworth 16 May 10 - 2 pm 

the historic scow is ready to sail after a long restoration! 
Also fundraising on the day will be Friends of the Mahurangi (selling delicious burgers)  

Come experience the Green Dollars Market in Warkworth on the next Saturday 23 May in the Town Hall, all welcome! 
 

Apologies! 
There have been technical difficulties with centering the images this issue,  

feedback welcome, I think it is sorted now... 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

Issue 46 Content: 

_______________________________________________________ 
Weekend Organic Workshops, Dunedin 

Sat May 23 or Sat May 30, 1-5pm 

_______________________________________________________ 
Guided Farm Tours 
Sunday 17 May 2009, Rainbow Valley Farm, Matakana 
_______________________________________________________  
Pruning/Grafting 
23 May 2009, 9 am—5 pm, Rainbow Valley Farm, Matakana 
_______________________________________________________  
David Holmgren Workshop, Rainbow Valley Farm, Matakana 

16 May 10 - 4pm 
_______________________________________________________ 
Straw Bale Workshop #105 
May 16th - 20th 2009, NSW, Australia 
_______________________________________________________ 
Natural Building - Workshop One  
5-7 June 2009, Invercargill 
_______________________________________________________ 
World Environment Day (WED) 

http://www.earthbuilding.org.nz/
http://www.earthbuilding.org.nz/enews.htm
mailto:earthbuildingassociationnz@gmail.com?subject=Dear%20Editior,%20EB%20News%20%28via%20Earth%20Building%20Assoc%20Newsletter%29
http://www.janegifford.org.nz/index.htm
http://www.mahurangi.org.nz/
http://www.community-exchange.org/


5 June 2009, Hosted by Copenhagen 
_______________________________________________________  
Learn to Build an Earthbag and Cob Cabin  
2009 - May 22-25, May 30-31, June 20-21, June 27-28 and July 18-19, USA 
_______________________________________________________ 
Ecofest Nelson 
 15-16 August 2009, Nelson 
_______________________________________________________ 
Earthbuilding Workshop,  
Nelson, Fri 4 to Sun 6 Sep 2009 
_______________________________________________________ 
Build your own Pizza Oven! 
Saturday 17th October 2009 9 - 4, Kaiwaka 
_______________________________________________________ 
Build a schoolhouse  
9 - 25 January 2010, Mali 
 
_______________________________________________________ 

Links & ongoing courses: 
_______________________________________________________ 
Earthbuilding Workshops and other courses 
Nelson area, 03 528 4751 
_______________________________________________________ 
Ongoing Permaculture Design Course,  
Horowhenua, Jan - Dec 2009  
(06) 3626684 gary@waterscape.co.nz 
8. Large Animals & Forestry -16 May 

9. Hazards & Catastrophes - 19 Sep 
10. Built Environment  - 3 October 
_______________________________________________________ 
Ongoing Modular Permaculture Design Course 
Tarakaki, June 2009 - Feb 2010 
Ph 06 756-8229 or 06 756-9100 kamaburwell@iconz.co.nz   
 http://www.environaki.co.nz/courses-education.htm 
 
3. Eco-logical Building- Graeme North, - 15-16 August 
4. Climates, Soils, & Gardening- Dee Turner & Jodi Roebuck, - 12 & 13 Sept   
5. Urban Living & Waste - Lisa Talbot & James Bellamy, - 24 & 25 Oct 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
 Remember - it is vital that you contact the course provider to confirm course details 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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W.O.W! (Weekend Organic Workshops), Dunedin 
Saturday, May 23 1-5pm 

or Saturday, May 30 1-5pm  

 
Composting Made Easy 
Explore the benefits of various composting techniques to build your soil and feed your plants. Learn how to build a hot 

mailto:gary@waterscape.co.nz?subject=enquiry%20via%20EB%20News
mailto:kamaburwell@iconz.co.nz?subject=Enquiry%20Via%20EB%20News
http://www.environaki.co.nz/courses-education.htm


compost heap, use a Bokashi Composting System and it’s beneficial products, and start your own worm farm. 
 

This afternoon workshop is offered on two dates, in the Dunedin area (as above) 
 
Composting Made Easy  –  Organic compost, also known as 'black gold' is the cornerstone to a healthy soil, healthy 
plants and tasty, nutritious food. There are many ways to build a compost heap – but there are key 
elements you must include in order for it to work! If you are having trouble producing a good compost or you are waiting 

more than 6 months for compost to mature, then come along and learn about some tried and true methods.  
 

Cost $25.00. Location and further details on registration. 
Please register with Michelle Ritchie by phone 03 454 4444 or email 
michelle@organicbydesign.co.nz 
www.organicbydesign.co.nz 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Guided Farm Tours 
Sunday 17 May 2009, Rainbow Valley Farm, Matakana 

  
Our farm tours will show you how Rainbow Valley Farm has developed over 21 years from a eroded, weed infested 
wilderness to a productive edible landscape. The philosophy behind the work will be explained and examples pointed out. 

   Topics covered include: Sustainability — Permaculture — Edible Landscapes — Organic Food Production— Compost 
Toilets — Energy Efficient & Non-toxic House — Zero Waste. 
 
Tours start at 2 pm and last approx. 2.5 hours. Tours go ahead rain, hail or shine.  It is not necessary to book, just turn 
up.  No dogs please as we have ground-nesting birds. 
 
Cost $15 per adult.   Please carpool if you can. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
& at Rainbow Valley Farm: 
 
Pruning/Grafting 

23 May 2009, 9 am—5 pm, Rainbow Valley Farm, Matakana 
  
Tutor:  Murray Jones 

  
Good pruning is essential to keep your fruit trees cropping well, in a healthy condition and at a manageable size.  Grafting 
skills will enable you to grow your own fruit trees and propagate from good trees in your region.  In this workshop we will 
cover fruit tree selection, rootstock choice, siting/spacing & planting, pollination, training systems & techniques, form 
pruning, shaping & selection of appropriate wood for fruiting, summer pruning, frame working older trees for easy access 
& improved production, grafting, selection of wood & storage,  techniques for nursery production & top working older 

trees, general after-care & maintenance of trees. 
  
Murray Jones is a master pruner and grafter, with 30 years experience in the orchard and nursery industry.   
Price:  $125, includes lunch.  Bookings essential. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

mailto:michelle@organicbydesign.co.nz?subject=Enquiry%20via%20EB%20News
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Straw Bale Workshop #105 
May 16th - 20th 2009, Wauchope, NSW Australia 

 

Straw Bale Workshop # 105 NEXT CUSTOM WORKSHOP PLEASE BOOK NOW 
 
We will be building a straw bale cottage on the property of our clients Max and Mandy Smith of Wauchope.  The building will be using the 
hybrid method which we have developed over the years.  The render will be lime on an earthen base.  The aim will be to provide all our 
students with plenty of theory and practical straw bale wall raising. 
 
Wauchope is located on the Hastings River 406 km north of Sydney via the Pacific Highway, 10 km west of the highway and 9 metres 
above sea level, Wauchope is a thriving service centre which is affectionately referred to as ‘the heart of the Hastings’. 
 
The Gadang Aborigines had been living in this rich, heavily-timbered land for tens of thousands of years before the arrival of Europeans. 
The first European in the area was Surveyor John Oxley who named Mount Seaview (because he could see the sea) and the Hastings 
River (after Lord Warren Hasting, Governor of India) as he passed through the area in 1818. 
 
Timbertown Pioneer Village 
The major attraction at Wauchope is the Timbertown Pioneer Village which has literally dozens of houses recreating an old timber town 

of the 1880s. There is a blacksmith, a leather-worker and other craftspeople, a railway station, a steam train, a steam sawmill, shops, a 
bakery, a pub and barbecue facilities. This is a really very good pioneer town set on 87 acres. 
www.glassford.com.au 
Enrol here!! 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Natural Building - Workshop One  
5-7 June 2009, Invercargill 

 

An Introduction to Natural Building Methods 
This workshop looks at the design and construction techniques behind Natural Building methods.  It is designed to be a 
lead in to a further series of practical workshops.   
It explores how Natural Building techniques can be applied to new buildings as well as for renovations and small 

projects at home.  
The tutor for workshop one will be registered architect Graeme North who has been involved with earthen, strawbale 
and eco-architecture for the past 30 years, and has over 100 earthen architecture projects to his credit. 
 

Friday night 5 June:  Public talk by Graeme North 

Location:  S.I.T, Hall B1.11 

Time:  6.30-8.30pm 

This talk will be aimed at the general public and will be an excellent introduction into the basics of straw-bale and earth 

construction, building codes and regulations, earth floors, indoor air quality and humidity regulation, earthen plasters, 
passive solar and thermal mass. 
 

Saturday 6 June:  Weekend workshop 
Location:  Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill 
Time:  9.00am-3.00pm 

Examples of topics covered: 
 

- Basic methods of strawbale and mud brick wall construction  
- Design elements that lead to successful wall systems 

http://glassford.com.au/main/?page_id=14
http://glassford.com.au/main/?page_id=57


- Earthen floor construction 
- Principles and concepts that lead to a successful building, i.e. permeability, indoor air quality, ergonomics, passive solar, 

thermal mass 
- Advantages and disadvantages of some key building materials 
- Plaster finishes 
- Building codes and regulations 

 
Much of the knowledge gained here will be equally applicable to more conventional building methods also.  There will be 
ample chance for questions and discussion throughout the day, as well as plenty of photos and practical examples along 
the way. 
 
Sunday 7 June: 
Location:  Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill 
Time:  9.00am-4.00pm 

Practical examples of what has been learnt the previous day.  Participants will get a chance to see some of the methods 

discussed on the Saturday put into practice, and to have a go themselves, for example applying plaster to a straw-bale, 

making mud bricks and looking at the beginnings of assembling a wall.  
The Sunday is also designed as a discussion day; any questions you have come up with over the previous days can be 
discussed with the tutor. 
The Friday night is optional but participants are strongly encouraged to attend as this will provide a very good 
introduction into the workshop itself. 
Participants in this workshop will get first option on further workshops.  These will be more practical based, i.e. window 
detailing, plaster finishes, making mud bricks. 

Please bring your own lunch on Saturday/Sunday.  Tea and coffee will be provided. 
 

Cost: $30 per person, payable on registration. 
Please register before 2 June 2009. 
For further details and registration please contact: 

Steven Henry on 03 2157716 or 021 784 950. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

World Environment Day (WED) 
5 June 2009, Hosted by Copenhagen 

 
On June 5th World Environment Day (WED) will be celebrated internationally. Last year New Zealand proudly hosted the 
event, but you may still be wondering: what is WED really all about? 
 
WED was initiated in 1972 as a response to large-scale environmentalism which arose during the 60’s and 70’s. As the 
brainchild of the United Nations (UN) it has become the primary vehicle through which global environmental awareness 
is promoted and aims to inspire a recognition that only a change in attitude of individuals and communities can lead to 
genuine environmental improvement. 
 
This year, the theme of WED is ―Your Planet Needs You-UNite to Combat Climate Change‖. Through this the UN aims to 
highlight the urgency for nations to agree on a permanent solution to climate change at the crucial climate convention 
meeting in Copenhagen later this year. Click here for more info 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.unep.org/wed/2008/english/


 

Learn to Build an Earthbag and Cob Cabin  

2009 - May 22-25, May 30-31, June 20-21, June 27-28 and July 18-19, USA 
 
 
- A start-to-finish workshop series 
 

Newberry Co-housing, Portland, OREGON USA 
 
The workshop will take place over five weekends: May 22-25, May 30-31, 
June 20-21, June 27-28 and July 18-19.  You can register for the series as 
a package, or for individual workshops. 
 

Come experience the design and construction of an earthen building near forest park. Have fun combining resource-
consciousness, creativity, and construction skills in this start-to-finish series of hands-on workskhops. 
Learn to build quickly with rammed Earthbags. Sculpt shelves and niches with Cob, integrating all the pieces of a 
dwelling. You will learn everything you need to build structurally sound earthen dwellings using locally available 
Materials.  The design is a 18 ft x 11 ft ellipse with a loft and a usable living roof space. 
 

Topics include: 
Earthbag and Cob Wall systems 
Earthbag and Gravel Foundations 
Sculptural features with Cob 
Passive Solar 
Window placement 
Roof Design & Living (eco) Roofs 
Earthen floors 
Earthen plasters and paints 
Earthen fireplaces 
Innovative uses of recycled, discarded and native materials 
 
FOR MORE INFO & TO REGISTER:  http://earthenhand.com/Newberry.html or email scott@earthenhand.com 
or call Scott, at:  (503) 287-2442 images: http://www.calearth.org/PhotoGallery/photogallery.html 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Ecofest Nelson 
 15-16 August 2009, Nelson 

 
Ecofest Nelson/Tasman held 15/16 August 2009 at the Trafalgar Centre in Nelson.  
Environmental expo with everything for living more sustainably.  
Energy efficiency, water conservation, organics, sustainable transport, eco-fashion, and kids' education are just the start 
 
Only $2.50 entry per adult.  Ongoing seminars and workshops throughout the weekend, in conjunction with the Expo, as 
well as the extremely popular eco-home bus tours and business tour.  Tickets for the tours go on sale in July – please 

check local papers for availability. 
 
Did you know the average home spends approximately $100 per year just on stand-by power for appliances.  This is just 
one of the fascinating facts you can learn at the Expo.. (<< click) 

http://earthenhand.com/Newberry.html
http://earthenhand.com/?SUBJECT=Enquiry%20via%20EBNews
http://www.calearth.org/PhotoGallery/photogallery.html
http://www.ecofestnelsontasman.co.nz/


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

EARTHBUILDING WORKSHOP 
Fri 4th September to Sun 6th September 2009, Nelson 

 
Course topics to be confirmed, but may include: 

 
    * Experiment with earthen plasters, natural paints and sealants 
    * Build walls and furniture from adobe brick, cob, light-earth and wattle-and-daub 
    * Lay a small adobe tile floor 
    * Sculpt a pizza oven 

    * Do artwork such as mosaics and reliefs 
    * Learn more about basic earthbuilding and professional techniques 
    * Visit a commercial adobe brick manufacture 
 
 
SOLID EARTH 
Verena Maeder & Carlo Wiegand 

Main Road, Wakapuaka 
RD1 Nelson 
New Zealand 

 
Workshop fee $270.00 
 

phone: (03) 545 0240 
mobile: 021-036 3938 
 
e-mail: contact@SolidEarth.co.nz 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Build Your Own Pizza Oven 

Saturday 17th October 9 - 4, Kaiwaka 
 

Tutor: Wolf Heipe  Cost: $120 
Wolf has been playing around with earth for a few years now and lives in a beautiful light earth home that he built with 
others.  Wolf will show you how to build an earth oven using mainly clay and sand. You will learn everything you will need 

to know in one day.  These ovens can cook bread, pizza, casseroles. The venue for this workshop is still to be confirmed. 

mailto:contact@SolidEarth.co.nz?subject=Enquiry%20via%20EB%20News


 
For workshop bookings, or if you have any questions, please email: 
info@koanga.co.nz or phone us at the shop: 09 4312732. 
 
We ask for a deposit of 50% of the cost of the workshop when you make your booking. Payment can be by cheque or 
internet banking.  
Bookings can also be made through this website, then click Pizza Oven - This gives you the option to pay your deposit 

by credit card. Your deposit will be refunded in full if the workshop is cancelled. 
 
It is really helpful to us if you can confirm your place on any workshop that you book into at least 2 weeks before the 
workshop.  Workshops may be cancelled if numbers are insufficient, so this gives us time to consider and to notify 
everyone whether the workshop will go ahead or not. 
 
Tea and coffee is provided when you arrive, mid morning, lunchtime and mid afternoon on all workshops. 

Please bring your own lunch. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Build a Schoolhouse  
 9 - 25 January 2010, Mali 

 
Book Now! 
January 9th - 25th, 2010  -  Dogon Country, Mali, West Africa   

 
Build a schoolhouse with the Dogon people of Tirelli.   
Experience the daily life of the people of Tirelli, an off-grid traditional village. Visit ruins of  
old Dogon towns comparable to Mesa Verde and Chaco Canyon.    
Early registration (7/09) is 20% less tuition than later registration (11/09).  
See details and sign up today at: www.earthenhand.com 
 

Scott Howard started Earthen Hand Natural Building in 2002, with the goal to build 
and promote artistic earthen architecture.   

 
Participants will learn everything that they need to build structurally stable domes using little  
more than earth from the site. The design is a caternary dome with two windows and a door.  
Dome building by hand is an ancient art that is still used today in many parts of 
the world.  It is one of the fastest and simplest ways to enclose a space, and is 
ideal for environments such as the Dogon country.  The design for the schoolhouse  
demonstrates wood-less construction in an area where wood is scarce. .... {More to follow} 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Spotlight:  

 
 

Koanga Gardens!! 

Check out the amazing array of courses you can do by contacting Koanga Gardens!! 
 

Sausages & small goods; home cheese making; bread-making; propagation;  
how to grow nutrient dense food; pruning; grafting; towards renewable energy;  

beginner gardener; scything; build your own pizza oven; bee keeping... The list goes on 
 

KOANGA GARDENS 

mailto:info@koanga.co.nz
http://www.koanga.co.nz/vcart/product-view.php?CA=Workshops&sub_category=&SES=342fa2b6b2aac56f18ab67fbfa5850e1
http://www.earthenhand.com/workshops.html
http://www.koanga.co.nz/index.html


CENTRE FOR SUSTAINABLE LIVING 
Check out the online shop for plants, shoes, knives, seeds, tools and more! 

 
Physical address: 

State Highway 1, 4 km north of Kaiwaka, on the left heading north. 
 

Postal address: 
RD 2, Maungaturoto, Northland, 0587. 

New Zealand 
Telephone Shop: (09) 431 2732 

Office Phone / Fax: (09) 431 2745 
 

Koanga Gardens Shop Email: info@koanga.co.nz  
WORKSHOP DETAILS - CLICK - http://www.koanga.co.nz/pages/2005_workshops.html 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
(Photo Credit: Images of NZ Native Plants were kindly donated by : www.bushmansfriend.co.nz) 
 
EBANZ Website      Join EBANZ      Subscribe to EB News      Unsubscribe from EB News 
 
THIS IS NOT SPAM  
Your email address is on our database as part of your subscription to EBANZ, or because you have  

expressed an interest in receiving EB News to one of our members. If you do not wish  

to receive the EB News, we apologise - please select the UNSUBSCRIBE link above. 

 

 

 

http://www.koanga.co.nz/vcart/
mailto:info@koanga.co.nz
http://www.koanga.co.nz/pages/2005_workshops.html
http://www.koanga.co.nz/pages/2005_workshops.html
http://www.bushmansfriend.co.nz/
http://www.earthbuilding.org.nz/
http://www.earthbuilding.org.nz/membership.htm
http://www.earthbuilding.org.nz/enews.htm
http://www.earthbuilding.org.nz/enews.htm

